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S outh  Am erica, 2000

BR AZ IL

ARGENTINA

CHILE

PERÚ

ATLAN TIC

O CEA N

O CEA N

PACIFIC

S ão Paulo

Bog otá

Rio de Janeiro

Lim a

La Paz

MontevideoBuenos
  Aires

Quito

S antiag o

BOLIVIA

ECUADOR

COLOMBIA

VENEZUELA

Caracas

GUYANA

S URINAME
FRENCH GUIANA

URUGUAY

PARAGUAY

FALKLAND IS LANDS
     (to Britain)

Population per
square mile

h ig h est

low est

One element of the settlement p attern of Sou th
America is immediately clear — the coasts of
the continent are lined w ith larg e cities and
sp raw ling  metrop olitan areas.  Less obviou s is
the deg ree of u rbanization.  Eig hty p ercent of
the p op u lation lives in cities; in Venezu ela and
three sou thernmost states, the p ercentag e is
over ninety.  Arg entina, Uru g u ay, and Chile
have been u rbanized for decades; Brazil’s
u rbanization is slow ing  after dramatic chang e;
the Andean states are exp eriencing  rap id
u rbanization still.  São Pau lo, Bu enos Aires, and
Rio de Janeiro are among  the w orld’s larg est
metrop olitan areas, w ith over ten million
p ersons each.
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